
Field Address: Futabakashiya F, #1 
1-47-18 Futaba, Yokosuka-shi 

Kanagawa-ken, JAPAN 239-0814 
Field Phone: 011-81-46-844-2105 

Email: graceshines2japan@gmail.com 
Spring 2010 

 
 

“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” 
 
Thank you for calling unto the Lord with me, asking Him to show us “great and mighty things” in the work 
(especially the Japanese ministry) here at Yokosuka Baptist Church.  The Lord continues to work in this culture that 
can be so hardened to the gospel.  We’ve had several Japanese visitors recently.  One of them, Mr. Kimura, came by 
on a Thursday (my “office day” at the church), having received one of our tracts during one of our tract distribution 
times.  He has a daughter who lives in the states and is a Christian, and he was asking for information about the Bible.  
I was able to give him a copy of the New Testament and invite him to come on Sunday so that he could attend the 
Japanese adult Sunday school class.  He has come faithfully for several Sundays, and stays for the worship service 
even though he understands very little English (and we do not have the services interpreted yet at this time).  He has 
even memorized several memory verses in Sunday school.  Please pray that the Word will work in his heart (as is 
promised in Scripture), and that he will come to trust Christ as his Savior. 
 
A Japanese lady, Toshi S., began coming last fall with her husband (an American who was already saved).  Toshi 
recently trusted Christ as her Savior and has followed in believer’s baptism.  I have spoken with her about starting on 
some discipleship materials, and we plan to get our schedules together soon to begin that.  I have also been going 
through discipleship materials with Hisako who was saved and baptized in our church a couple of years ago.  She has 
attended Sunday school and church faithfully since then, and has grown as a Christian, but she has not gone through 
any formal discipleship materials until now.  She has started helping me with the children’s Sunday school class, so 
was missing the teaching in the adult Sunday school class.  It’s enjoyable to see her growing not just through the 
discipleship program, but also through her studying of the Sunday school materials, even though she is not actually 
teaching (at least, not yet). 
 
The children’s Sunday school class had dropped to four regular students, all of whom have faithfully attended with 
their families for several years.  The mom of two of the other children who were attending has started working and 
has not been able to come to church.  The other mom often makes it for the worship service but not for Sunday 
school.  Please pray for these two families, Klebers and Vogles (both dads are American).  All of our regulars 
profess salvation, but I don’t think any of them have followed the Lord in baptism yet.  Please pray that they will be 
willing to do so.  We had two visitors in class on Easter Sunday, and one of them has continued to come so far.  
Please pray that Manami-chan will be able to continue to come, and that she will understand her need of salvation. 
 
I was very thankful for my Sunday school students during our recent Missions Conference.  A few weeks before the 
conference, our memory verse was Matthew 9:37-38.  We all memorized these verses, and continued to review them 
so that we could share them with the congregation during the conference, along with “Jesus Loves the Little 
Children” in both languages.  It was a blessing to see their hard work and their willingness to serve the Lord. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Lord to touch hearts through the English outreach ministry, currently including four 
children, as well as Toshi I. who is studying with me privately.  Please also pray for Mrs. Mita and Mrs. Odajima 
who come on Wednesday nights because their children are in our Patch clubs. 
 
I also want to say thank you to those who have been praying about the financial situation here.  The yen rate has at 
least been back up into the 90’s part of the time, but this is still considerably lower than the 115-125 range of 
previous years.  Praise the Lord, I have also recently gotten word of two new churches that will be joining my 
financial support team.  However, there are still many needs.  Please continue to pray that the Lord will meet my 
financial needs in whatever way He sees fit. 

 
By His Grace, 
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Thank you so much for your many prayers as I finished up my furlough time in the states and returned to Japan.  
The last few weeks were indeed hectic, but were a great blessing too.  I’m very thankful for safe travels, one new 
supporting church, special financial gifts, quick and inexpensive resolution to a car problem (when I was quite far 
from home base), friends who helped with packing and with getting boxes to the Post Office, etc.  Praise the 
Lord for His goodness. 
 
I arrived safely back in Japan in mid-May.  As expected, I’ve been very busy with searching for a new place to 
live, attending BIMI’s Field Conference, preparing for and making the move, saying goodbyes in Gamagori, and 
getting adjusted to and settled in the Yokosuka area and my new home.  The move has opened up several 
opportunities to share with people.  Visiting many apartments and houses gave me the opportunity to invite 
numerous real estate agents to church.  I was also able to include a gospel tract in a package of snacks I gave to 
the movers as an extra “thank you” for their hard work in loading my belongings.  And when I went to the 
management agent of the Gamagori apartment to discuss the timing and details of my leaving, we got into quite a 
discussion that started with the topic of world peace and then transitioned to peace of heart. (Business dealings 
usually include a cup of tea, and with older Japanese a discussion that may or may not be related to the business at 
hand.)  I was able to share with him that it’s possible to have true peace in our hearts.  He was not very receptive, 
claiming that Japanese don’t really expect, want, or need peace in their hearts—a denial of truth, of course.  
Please pray that this man, Mr. Tanaka (whose grandson attends the Gamagori Baptist Church pre-school), will 
think about the things we discussed and that he will seek the peace that only God can give.   
 
I asked in my last letter for prayers about finding exactly the right home in Yokosuka.  After much hunting and 
many disappointments, the Lord led me to a place that is very spacious for Japan, and is not as expensive as I had 
feared.  The required deposits were not as high as many places here either, although the cost of the movers and 
some other set-up costs were more than I expected.  I am so thankful for the special financial gifts that some of 
you have sent to help meet these needs.  Please pray that the Lord will provide many opportunities for me to use 
my home to minister for Him 
 
I am enjoying being a part of the Yokosuka Baptist Church.  My co-workers, the Sages, have been home on a brief 
furlough, and have just returned.  We will be meeting soon to work out details of how I can best assist them here, 
especially on the Japanese side of the ministry.  Japanese children’s Sunday school class, English class outreach 
ministry, and ladies’ Bible studies (both English and Japanese) have been previously mentioned.  Please pray that 
the Lord will guide in the details of these and perhaps other ministries. 
 
I would like to ask you to continue to pray with me about one other particular area—that of my financial support. 
My current support is up to 84%, with another 2% promised that still has not yet come in.  The yen rate continues 
to stay below 100 yen to the dollar also, so my “buying power” is not as strong here as it used to be.  Please pray 
that God will continue to meet my needs in ways that only HE can. 
 
Please note my new address and telephone number at the top of the page, and be sure to change this information in 
your records.  My cell phone number is 011-81-90-1091-1284.  If you call me, please remember that Japan is 
currently 13 hours ahead of Eastern Time (14 hours when you go off Daylight Savings Time).  I would also ask 
that you PLEASE be sure to inform me of any changes in your information as well.  There have been some 
problems in the past with missed communication because a change of address or email address was not properly 
communicated or recorded.  It is my true desire to stay in communication with all of you who so faithfully support 
me with your prayers and financial support. 
 

By His Grace, 
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April 2009 
 

 
What a glorious Easter!  I received word that on Easter Sunday two sisters were saved after the Sunday school 
lesson at Gamagori Baptist Church.  I had the privilege of working with Akari (now 4th grade) through one year in 
the pre-school ministry of the church and one year in Sunday school, and with Shiori (now 2nd grade) for three years 
in the pre-school ministry.  Both have heard the gospel message many times throughout their years in the Christian 
pre-school and as they have faithfully attended Sunday school.  But they finally understood their need to be saved as 
the message of Christ’s death, burial, and Resurrection was shared once again.  Praise the Lord for these two 
precious young souls coming to know Him.  Please pray for their growth and that their parents might also come 
to know Him. (I believe their two older sisters have already trusted Christ as Saviour.) 
 
The Lord continues to bless in my furlough travels.  Since mid-January, I’ve visited churches in Oregon, 
Washington, Texas, California, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Colorado, Wyoming, and Kentucky (as well as passing 
through Maryland and West Virginia).  Lots of miles—both driving and flying.  I’ve had the opportunity to present 
my ministry in 17 new churches, as well as 8 current supporting churches, and 4 others that I had visited previously.  
Three of these churches have already promised financial support, and several others have indicated the possibility of 
joining my financial support team.  My promised support level is now at about 82% of what I really should have 
before I return to the field.  I praise the Lord for His protection and for His provision.  I am trusting that He will 
provide exactly what I need in His perfect timing.  Please pray with me that He will provide the necessary 
remaining monthly support. 
 
This time in the States has been a blessing, with the opportunity to meet many new friends, renew old acquaintances, 
spend some time with my home church family, travel with my brother, and see many former students as well as my 
former principal and his wife.  HOWEVER, I really look forward to returning to Japan.  I am scheduled to depart on 
May 14th.  I have a very busy itinerary remaining, with meetings in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South 
Carolina—right up through the weekend before departure. Please pray that the Lord will give me His strength for 
this very hectic time.  Please also pray that He will help me get all the packing, shipping, and last minute details 
taken care of during the brief times that I’m at “home” in Virginia. 
 
I will also be very busy when I return to Japan. I will need to move to Yokosuka as soon as I can make arrangements.  
Please pray that God will guide me to exactly the right place—a home that will be large enough to use for ministry 
(Japanese apartments are often very small) but will not be too extremely expensive.  There will also be considerable 
expense involved in this move. Not only will the rent be significantly higher because Yokosuka is much closer to 
Tokyo, but also several months’ worth of rent is required up front in deposits and fees.  Then there will also be the 
cost of actually moving all of my belongings and getting set up in a new apartment.  Please pray that the Lord will 
meet all of these extra financial needs. 
 
Once I get moved, I look forward to getting actively involved in the ministry at Yokosuka Baptist Church, even 
though my new co-workers, the Sage family, will be home on a brief furlough at that time.  Pastor Sage has asked me 
to start with a Japanese children’s Sunday school class as soon as possible.  He would also like me to start an English 
class outreach ministry in the fall, and has mentioned having me start a couple of ladies’ Bible studies (one for 
Japanese ladies and one for the English side of the ministry).  Please pray that the Lord will guide and direct in the 
details of starting these different ministries, and that He will help me regain my Japanese skills. 
 
Please note that after May 14th my address and phone number will be as follows (until I move to Yokosuka): 
Residence Makiyama #307, 16-1 Tonokado, Toyo-oka-cho, Gamagori-shi, Aichi-ken, JAPAN 443-0011 
Home phone: 011-81-533-67-8771   Cell phone: 011-81-90-1091-1284 
 

By His Grace, 
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January 2009 
 

 
New Year’s greetings to all.  Thank you so much for your faithful prayer support throughout the sometimes challenging 
year of 2008.  Many thanks also to those of you whom God has led to be part of my financial support team.  I’m also 
very appreciative of the Christmas cards and special gifts (financial and material) that I received from several of you.  
 
I hope that each of you had a blessed Christmas season.  For me, it was a wonderful blessing to be able to be at my 
home church and sing with the choir in their Christmas cantata.  I also enjoyed a blessed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
New Year in Virginia with my East Coast “family”—my former roommate and her husband (with whom I’ve been 
staying when I’m not on the road), and our “adopted” daughter Eri (the Japanese girl who came to the states with me 
last summer).  Eri has successfully completed her first semester at PCC, and is looking forward to returning for her 
second semester.  I know her family misses her, but she has really been a blessing here. 
 
The Lord seems to be leading me to make a change in my furlough plans.  Due to current economic conditions, 
scheduling new meetings and raising new support is taking a bit longer than I had hoped.  I was not able to schedule as 
many meetings as I would have liked in the fall, but the Lord has allowed me to have a rather full schedule for the 
spring, especially March and April.  Therefore I believe He would have me return to Japan in May instead of the end of 
January as I had originally planned. 
 
Let me explain a little about my financial situation.  Over the years I’ve been in Japan, support has fluctuated with 
some new support and some loss of support.  I am very thankful for one new church and an increase from 6 current 
supporters over the course of 2008, and for 2 new supporting churches starting in 2009.  However, my average regular 
monthly support for 2008 has been less than $200 over the amount originally set in 2000 as my minimum support 
level—and about $700 less than BIMI’s current recommended minimum for me.  Especially as I look toward moving 
to a more expensive area closer to Tokyo when I return from this furlough, it has been suggested that I raise more than 
the minimum recommendation.   
 
Another factor in my support level is the yen rate, which has been quite low in the past several months.  My original 
support level was based on a then-conservative rate of 105 yen to the dollar.  Most of the time I have been in Japan, the 
rate has been between 110 and 120; but for the past several months it has been around 95.  Please pray with me that the 
Lord will provide the additional needed support.  While the economic situation could look bleak right now, we know 
that God is in control.  I am trusting Him to provide the amount that He knows I need and to give me the grace to live 
within the amount that He provides by the time I return to the field. 
 
I continue to look to Him for guidance regarding my schedule also.  I will be out on the West Coast for the next several 
weeks with a side trip to Texas.  Part of the time will be spent visiting family and friends, and part visiting various 
churches.  Please pray with me that the Lord will give me a few more meetings during that time. 
 
Speaking of family, let me mention an exciting event that occurred this year.  Some of you have asked about my 
brother (my only sibling, who requires care and supervision because of his Downs Syndrome).  After my mother passed 
away, as I returned to Japan in 2004, the Lord provided a wonderful couple with three grown sons who have cared for 
“Bub,” loving him as if he were their own (even taking him on trips to several places around the world and including 
him in all of their family functions).  In August proceedings were completed for them to officially adopt him.  This 
does not in any way affect my role as his sister, but it does give a greater sense of stability for all involved.  I am truly 
thankful for this new family that our loving Heavenly Father has provided for my dear brother. 
 
Thank you again for caring and praying for me, and for partnering with me to reach Japan with the gospel.  I look 
forward to continuing the partnership in 2009.  

 
By His Grace, 
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Spring 2008 
 
 

This spring has been a very busy time.  For Easter Sunday, 1000 flyers had been professionally printed and most were hand 
distributed. We had 83 present in the worship service (normal is 35-40) and about 12 children in Sunday school.  It was 
especially a blessing to have Roland Simeonnson, BIMI missionary who started Gamagori Baptist Church, as our guest 
speaker. It was also a joy to be a part of a ladies’ ensemble and handbell choir, presenting several songs centered on the Cross 
and the Resurrection.  
 
March also brought a hectic time of preparation for the kindergarten graduation and for the new school year. There are only 
about two weeks between graduation and the new term here.  Miss Olivia Canter arrived shortly before graduation. She seems 
to be acclimating well to living in Japan again (she spent her elementary years here) and to working in the pre-school.  She has 
also become very involved in various church ministries just as I did during my time here.   

April brought the actual start of the new school year.  I praise the Lord that I was able to be here to help with the transition for 
the pre-school into their bi-lingual program—using a new approach as a tool to draw in more families with whom they can 
share the gospel.  Please pray for the Lord’s continued blessings on this ministry. 

In April and May I was able to spend several weeks up in Yokosuka, Japan, at my next place of ministry.  I enjoyed the time to 
get better acquainted with many people at the church (although since it’s a military church some will have rotated out before I 
return from furlough).  I was especially blessed by the time I was able to spend with the Japanese believers.  The Lord is truly 
doing a great work in the Japanese ministry—during the time I was there three precious souls trusted Christ as Savior. This 
was primarily a result of the adult Sunday school class that is already in existence; however, I was thrilled just to be there when 
these new births were taking place.  Please pray for Mr. Ito who plans to be baptized in September, and for Mr. Fujiwara 
and Miss Kimura to follow the Lord in baptism.  

Before going to Yokosuka, I met with a dear lady for whom I’ve requested prayer before. Etsuko Watanabe is a lady with 
whom the Gibsons and I have had contact for many years.  She is an English teacher herself and was a member of one of my 
adult classes. She’s the one who has always seemed most open to the gospel, but could never quite take that step of faith in 
Christ. In March I learned that she had recently undergone cancer surgery. Feeling the urgency, and praying she was feeling it 
too, I asked to meet with her. After our lunch, we spent several hours talking about spiritual things, especially going over the 
fundamentals of the gospel.  She was very close to belief, but something was holding her back. During the time I was in 
Yokosuka, her mother-in-law (who had lived with them and kept the Buddhist family alter in their home) passed away. She has 
said she would like to meet with me again before I return to the states. Please pray that Etsuko will put her faith in Christ. 

I have also been working on preparations for my furlough from late June to January, 2009.  I will be arriving on the West Coast 
June 24, spending a week there, and then on to the East Coast on July 1.  I will have the privilege of having an “adopted” 
daughter with me for the summer. Miss Eri Kojima is a faithful young lady in the church here at Gamagori who has been 
accepted at Pensacola Christian College for the fall.  She plans to travel to the states with me so that she can have some time to 
get adjusted to American ways, foods, lifestyle, and an all-English environment before she has to make the adjustment to 
college life.  I am excited about having Eri travel with me in July and August. I’m also glad to have been able to help her with 
some of the details of the application process and am thrilled to be able to help her parents. They were very concerned about 
how they could get her to the college, not wanting to just send her off by herself.  They prayed fervently, and the Lord worked 
out the details.  Please pray that Eri will have a smooth transition. Also, would you please pray with me about the scheduling 
of furlough meetings, the need for some additional support, and for the need of a car to use during furlough? 

One more quick item: please note the new email address above.  Most of you have already received notification of this; at least 
I have tried to get it out to everyone.  I’m still receiving a few messages at the old address which I don’t intend to keep for too 
much longer. Please double-check to be sure that your files show the new address.   

Thank you so much for your faithful prayers and financial support. Your partnership is vital in reaching the Japanese for Christ.  

By His Grace, 




